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I N  T H I S  I S S U E :



The Treasurer, Mark Ewing, was 
re-elected and new appointments
were made: Secretary - Louisa
Fawcett, Administrator,
Membership Secretary and
Newsletter Editor – Doug Gillies,
Committee Members – Caroline
Bran, Hilary Paine, Ulrike Martins,
Barry Douglas, Lucy Carter and
Lara Mifsud-Bonici.

During the coming year there are
many projects that need to be
finalised, especially the completion
of the old bowling green area and
plans for the stable block.

Money is very tight within Lambeth
Council at the moment and our
parks are suffering as money is
taken from park budgets to cover
shortfalls elsewhere. Maintenance

of buildings and pathways is only
being done when health and safety
issues are involved. This is short-
sighted housekeeping, as the parks
will only cost more in the longer
term, particularly if we want to
gain the Green Flag Award, the
national standard for parks and
green spaces in England and Wales.

The park has had no significant
maintenance or work done by
Lambeth for most of this financial
year. Volunteers both local and
corporate have feathered trees,
trimmed hedges and weeded beds.
I had to prompt the pest control
contractor to re-bait the rat traps.
The paddling pool was only
opening this summer with Friends
intervention. Will it open at all next
year the way things are going?

Lambeth say that the stable block
is no longer suitable as a staff
base on health and safety
grounds. There is now only one
full time permanent member of
the contractor's staff looking after
Ruskin Park, but he is using a van
as a base and driving not walking
about. Do we really want a vehicle
driving in the park, which is not
good for the environment?

Shaun Kiddell, Parks and
Greenspace Manager, confirmed
"the bowling green project has
been held off due to the current
freeze on all non essential
expenditure". He added that "the
team believe the park is now at
the required standard… to have
the improved park rewarded with
Green Flag status". How can that
possibly be the case when we have

failed the Green Flag assessment
and no significant work has been
done since then? If money is not
spent regularly we will never
achieve the Green Flag status and
the park risks falling into decline.

The Friends appreciate the
difficult position Lambeth Parks
find themselves in. However,
Lambeth Council at a higher level
need to be petitioned to stop
using park money to cover
shortfalls elsewhere and to start
spending money to maintain and
improve the current standard of
the park. Why is the Council in
such a state? We urge all
concerned park users to write to
the Councillors for Herne Hill
Ward protesting about this
situation. The park needs looking
after now for future generations.

At our AGM in September I agreed to be re-elected as
Chair for a final year. During the year the Friends need
to work towards finding a new Chair from September
2009 to take the Friends forward. I hope to
remain involved with the Friends in
another capacity on the Committee. Do think
if you could take on the role, which is not as
daunting as you might think. It does need some
time during the day to liaise with Lambeth and
take park walks with the park manager, etc.

Chair’s Report
from Mary Kidd

Crisis looms
The Friends are becoming increasingly anxious about the lack of park
maintenance, weeding, general care of the park and that the old
bowling green area has still not been planted. Staff that have worked
in the park for many years, previously for Lambeth then for outsourced
maintenance contractors, have been moved to other parks.

PARK VIEWS...

The London Saxophone Choir played at the
bandstand on the day of the BIG Draw.
The next concert will be our Christmas
Carol Concert on 14th December with 
The Salvation Army at 2pm.

DI D YOU KNOW? Re a l l y  n i ce  b l a c k b e r r i e s  g row  b e h i n d  t h e  t e n n i s  co u r t s !

PETITION YOUR LOCAL COUNCILLOR (Letters are better!):
Cllr. Rebecca Thackray (Green Party)
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton Hill,
London SW2 1RW.
Tel: 07946 219 394
Email: rthackray@lambeth.gov.uk

Cllr. Kirsty McHugh (Labour)
Deputy Cabinet Member for Housing &
Neighbourhoods
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton Hill,
London SW2 1RW.
Tel: 07932 792 435
Email: kmchugh@lambeth.gov.uk

Cllr. Jim Dickson (Labour)
Cabinet Member for Finance 
& Resources 
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton Hill,
London SW2 1RW.
Tel: 020 3149 6657
jdickson@lambeth.gov.uk

Val Shawcross (Labour) 
GLA Member for Southwark & Lambeth
GLA, City Hall, The Queen’s Walk,
London SE1 2AA.
Tel: 020 7983 4401
valerie.shawcross@london.gov.uk

D I D YOU KNOW? T h e  s p r i n g s  u n d e r n e at h  t h e  p a r k  a re  t h e  s o u rce  o f  t h e  r i ve r  N e c k i n ge r, w h i c h  r u n s  i nt o  t h e  T h a m e s  at B e r m o n d s ey



Ruskin Park is the last of the playgrounds to be
upgraded by Lambeth. This will now take place this
winter during January and February. The playground
will have to be closed during the refurbishment.
£100,000 is available for the project, which
sounds a lot, but this is not sufficient to
replace everything. Hopefully the
available money will cover the
contractor’s costs. Whatever
happens the money for this project
has to be used by March 2009.

Play area renovation
by Mary Kidd

The proposals are:

1. Remove one set of swings and move springys
to create a play area for up to age 12s. Climbing
net on grass matting surrounded by grassy
mounds with timber bridges and climbing
structures on mounds.

2. Existing ship to be retained and upgraded with 
new net and refurbished decks.

3. Grass mounds with tree planting joined by timber bridge.

4. Sutcliffe Playzone for 4-10 year 
olds with disc roundabout.

5. Kompan Storymakers play structures
for 2-6 year olds with two existing 
springys relocated.

6. In-ground trampolines.

7. Existing asphalt painted to link 
new areas.

8. Tree planting for shade and 
shrub planting.

Part of the National Campaign
for Drawing, The Big Draw is an
annual event that is held nation
wide in various establishments
with the aim of encouraging
the public to get involved in
various arts based activities.

Ruskin’s event was the final link
in a ‘3 Park’ Big Draw (the others
being Brockwell Park &
Streatham Common). The

theme “Drawing on Life – heART
of the Park” was taken up by
both children and adults alike.

Organised by the Park Rangers
(Lara & Diane) in partnership
with the Friends, the Event was
made possible by the
involvement of local artists and
a small army of volunteers who
actively encouraged
participants and cajoled passers
by to make their mark in the
Park. They say that variety is the
spice of life and this was
certainly the case with the end
results. The images were very
diverse, it didn’t matter that
they had no relation to the
theme as it was great to see so
many taking part.

St Saviour’s After School Art
Club also got involved and
explored the link that Ruskin

has with nearby King’s, this
included a great picture of the
Air Ambulance. The children’s
work was displayed on the day
around the Bandstand.

A huge thank you to all those
who got involved and gave up
their valuable free time to help.
Thanks must also go to the
Friends of Ruskin who, as well
as helping on the day, funded
the whole event.

By Lara Mifsud-Bonici, Park Ranger

Ruskin Park held its first Big Draw event on a crisp October
Day. The sun was shining, there was music on the Bandstand
and everybody was allowed to chalk all over the pathways
without getting a reprimand from the Park Rangers – 
all in the name of Art and it was all FREE!

Cyclist exercise
Police, Lambeth Cyclists and
Park Rangers recently had
an informative chat with
cyclists reminding them of
safe cycling, the Highway
Code and that priority in
the park is for other users
and pedestrians.

The BIG Draw 

D I D YOU KNOW? T h e  p a r k  u s e d  to  b e  p a r t o f  t h e  h u nt i n g  g ro u n d s  fo r  t h e  P r i n ce  o f  D e n m a r k , h e n ce  t h e  n a m e  D e n m a r k  H i l l

DI D YOU KNOW? T h e  g ra n d  ave n u e  l e a d i n g  u p h i l l  f ro m  t h e  b i g  O a k  u s e d  t o  b e  a  ro a d , D a n e  Ave n u e

Photo
competition
Send us your pictures and you
could be on the front cover of
the next issue! They’ll need to
be high resolution and
remember, it’s the Spring issue.



Apart from the characteristic leaf shape, the
Common Oak carries its acorns on a stalk about
2/3 centimetres long. All of the other oaks in the
park carry their acorns in cups without a stalk.

In winter the bark tends to be pale brown and
moderately fissured. It may provide a home for 600
to 1000 species of insects, more than any other
species apart from the elm. A versatile and useful
tree, and along with the ash, the oak is one of the
few true “native” English trees found in the park.

By far the largest and oldest tree in Ruskin Park is
the huge Turkey Oak (Quercus cerris) by the
Finsen Road gate. It is easily identified by its long,
narrow leaves, dark grey and deeply fissured bark,
but above all by its acorns, which have no stalk
and are borne in a cup covered in tiny whiskers.
There are at least four mature Turkey Oaks in the
park. See if you can find the other three.

We have only one American Red Oak (Quercus
rubra). It grows close to the Denmark Hill
boundary railings, halfway between the portico
and the old stable block. It is a fast growing tree
with deeply cut leaves which turn a brilliant red
in the autumn. The bark is pale brown (the one in
the park is covered in green algae) and the wood
is highly prized for furniture making.

The Holm Oak (Quercus ilex) is probably the
unlikeliest looking oak we have. A good specimen
grows behind the bench dedicated to Kate
Etheridge, near the pergola. It has leathery leaves,
shiny on the top and felty underneath. Step into
the shade of this tree and notice the contorted
trunk with almost black bark. Very few plants will
grow in the shade of the Holm Oak. Our specimen
is infected with the Holm Oak Leaf Miner, a moth
whose larvae burrow into the leaves to eat the soft
tissues. This pest has arrived from Southern Europe
and was first identified in 2002 in West London.

So next time you’re in the park see if you can find
four different types of oak.

We have public meetings
throughout the year. Come
along with your ideas at St.
Saviours church hall, Finsen
Road at 7.30pm.

29th January
26th March
28th May
30th July 
10th Sep (AGM)

Chair – Mary Kidd
Membership
Secretary/Administrator/
Newsletter Editor – Doug Gillies
Treasurer – Mark Ewing
Secretary – Louisa Fawcett
Lucy Carter
Ulrika Martins
Barry Douglas
Hilary Payne
Caroline Bran
Lara Mifsud-Bonici
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Become a friend today!
The Friends of Ruskin Park is your group to protect and enhance the
park for current and future users. We want to keep alive John
Ruskin’s vision and make the park last another hundred years and
more. This becomes more challenging as Lambeth squeezes park
budgets and takes money for park projects to cover shortfalls
elsewhere. The more members we have the louder our voices will be
heard and the more influence we can have on Councillors, the local
community and Lambeth.

Join us to ensure safe stewardship of the park for the future. It only
costs £5 a year for everyone. Concessions of £3 are available for
unemployed/disabled/retired. Donations also welcome.

Email: friendsofruskinpark@gmail.com or 
Telephone: 020 7733 5018 for a membership form

Volunteer days

Got some spare time at
weekends? We meet on the first
Saturday of every month at 10am
for 2 hours by the stable block.
Get in touch to join in.

On Saturday 6th December we
have a stall at the Carnegie
Library Fete and need some
volunteers for up to an hour.

Christmas concert

Salvation Army Christmas Carol
Concert (with mince pies) 
on Sunday 14th December,
2pm at the bandstand.

Got any stories?

If you have any articles, pictures
or feedback you would like to
include in future editions,
then please email them to
friendsofruskinpark@gmail.com

Friends Committee

Dates to remember

Oak
There are several mature oaks in Ruskin Park.
There are also newly-planted saplings at the four
corners of the sports field. A young tree was
planted by the friends, for the centenary, by the
middle gate of Ferndene Road.

Ruskin’s trees...

The

We were split into groups of four
or five. My group took spades,
hoes and large shears to the
children's playground whilst the
other groups dispersed to various
areas (with even larger shears and
hammers). My job, along with a
few others, including Mary who is
an official "Friend of Ruskin Park,"
was to clear a weedy and
entangled flowerbed in the
playground and replant it with
some good looking flowers. So we
cut, pulled and hoed. When we
finally had a clean canvas we knelt
down and tested our creative skills
by planting patches of purple
Salvia and spider plants. What
satisfaction! Ruskin Park is pretty,
green and a great place to relax in
at the best of times. It was so
satisfying to have improved just a
small area of it. As we stood back

and admired our handiwork we
were very proud of what we had
achieved. I mentioned to the lady
standing next to me that I actually
thought that I might quite like to
do this for a living. . . and then
remembered that she was our
boss so added "err, but not nearly
as much as I like my current job". . ! 

Other groups worked on similar
projects including; weeding, cutting
back trees from paths, posting signs,
and other outdoor maintenance
work. After lunch my group was
deployed to hedge trimming duty. I
had bigger shears this time and we
made great efforts in trimming back
the hedge around the new square
garden where the bowling green
used to be.

We were all deeply into our work
when very sadly the heavens

Deloitte Community Day

On 14/8/08 we were let out of our office so that we could come
and help out in your lovely park. About 20 of us turned up and
were kindly decked out by Lee Hills, park manager. Dressed in
park gardening kit, with very large gloves, we were given serious-
looking tools and instructed on how to use them properly.

By Clare Ingledew

opened and work had to stop for
the day. None of us was pleased to
be going home early that day. We
all really enjoyed our time in your
park. Some good honest work for
us city folk. It was lovely to be in
beautiful surroundings and very
pleasing to be able to make a small
difference to such a great area.

Thank you to all the contractors,
permanent staff and volunteers
who helped out with our day. We
hope that in turn, we helped you
with your work to keep Ruskin
Park looking beautiful.

       


