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7 BRIDGES 

 
 
The centre of Loughborough Junction is defined by 6 bridges, visible from one 
position at the junction of the two main roads.  This is the heart of LJ. This project 
aims to restart that heart by making the bridges a sequence of events which will 
define it as a place, engender a sense of community and identity.  A seventh bridge is 
planned as a pilot project to create an explosion of ideas and help to bring a 
disparate community together. 
 
 
 

BACKGROUND 

         
 
In more than ten years of living in Loughborough Junction little has changed.  Back 
then it was a violent neighbourhood where drugs and prostitution were rife.  While 
these problems have somewhat abated the perception of LJ remains one of violence, 
neglect and abandonment. 
 
Lost on the border of Lambeth between Brixton and Camberwell it is almost 
invisible to the general traveller being marked only by an over-ground station which 
itself is hidden away.  It is a melting pot of cultures from Africa, the Caribbean, South 
America, East and Western Europe and British people from all walks of life. 
 
Designated as a light industrial/employment/residential area, there are many empty 
industrial premises, which are gradually being taken over by African churches.  The 
occupied industrial premises house a proliferation of car repair workshops while 
there are a significant number of theatre/props workshops as well as a cinema, an art 
gallery and a theatre.  It is also home to the Society of Engineering Model Makers 
and a Boxing Gym.  It is dominated by a number of large social housing blocks to the 
North – the Loughborough Estate. To the South there are streets of Victorian and 
Edwardian terraced houses.  It is well connected with bus links to Brixton, 
Camberwell and further afield.  The overland railway whisks you into the city in 6 
minutes. 
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Behind the scenes however there is a strong community of artists who combine the 
advantage of affordable rents with its relative proximity and good transport links to 
central London.  Painters, sculptors, potters, musicians, actors, writers, film-makers, 
fashion designers, milliners, architects and graphic designers form an invisible but 
tangible creative hub around the Junction.  Guerrilla gardeners have begun peppering 
pockets of colour and delight amongst the grey backdrop of the area and a sense of 
community is starting to emerge, egged on by the Loughborough Junction Action 
Committee (LJAG) and the SE5 Forum. 
 
The physical definition of the Junction is that of an anonymous crossroads whose 
face to the street is a mouth full of decaying and broken teeth.  Its unique feature lies 
at the junction of Coldharbour Lane, Loughborough Road and Hinton Road. From a 
single point, 6 railway bridges are visible.  These bridges are the arteries that enclose 
the heart of LJ.  There can be few locations in London where so many bridges are 
visible from a one point.  Travelling in either direction on Coldharbour Lane or 
Loughborough Road you will pass below 3 railway bridges in quick succession.   
 
The intersection of the roads and the surrounding railway lines create the ventricles 
and atria, which form the the heart of Loughborough Junction.  The aim of this 
project is to restart the heart of LJ. 

 

    

   



 3 

7 BRIDGES - PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The aim of this project is to upgrade the bridges so that they signify LJ as a place and 
help to engender the area with a sense of community and belonging.  This in turn will 
help to kick-start the regeneration of the area and highlight the positive side of the 
community who live and work there. 
 
The proposed work to the bridges will involve 3 initiatives: 
 

1. COLOUR.  Painting of the bridges so that they work as a group and 
create a ‘chord’ of colours as you travel through the Junction.  This will 
set LJ apart by highlighting the proliferation of bridges while harking back 
to the heritage of the Industrial Revolution and the Junction’s connection 
with the wider world.  While the bridges are a significant part of our 
heritage, as a group, the colours need not reflect the past but help to 
engender a sense of optimism in the future of the area. 
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2. LIGHT.  Lighting of the bridges will help to highlight the newly painted 
structures while making the spaces less threatening and adding a sense of 
drama.  Better lighting will help to discourage crime and brighten up the 
area in a literal sense.  The aim is to work with lighting designers who will 
help to direct the lighting so that for the least cost both in capital outlay 
and maintenance, we can maximise its effectiveness. 
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3. ART.  Engage artists to work on each of the bridges so that they can 
reflect the creative hub, which surrounds the Junction and bring much 
needed vitality to the area.  Ideally the aim would be to engage an artist 
who has a high profile to work on a ‘hub’ bridge to create an anchor for 
the scheme in order to maximise the visibility of the project to the 
outside world.  (Anish Kapor has studios in Camberwell and regularly 
uses MDM, a local theatrical props workshop to build his artworks.  He 
would be an ideal candidate to engage for the ‘hub bridge’.)  For the 5 
remaining bridges emerging artists could be engaged, providing them with 
a major platform to produce public art works and raise their profile.   
 
In order to choose the works, an open call to artists in the area along 
with international artistis would be posted, giving them strict criteria to 
work within so that it is possible to keep coherence between all the 
bridges.  Each bridge would be allocated a colour, relating to the original 
bridge colour and theme allocated to each bridge (yet to be chosen) so 
that all of them would retain a relationship with each other. 
 
The brief to the artists will require that they work within the guidelines 
set down by Network Rail to ensure they fit within the requirements for 
maintenance and upkeep of the bridges.  The artists will be made aware 
of the Health and Safety risks involved and their proposals judged 
accordingly.  The artworks will be designed to be easily maintained and 
permanent.  These could be in the form of painting, sculpture, friezes, 
lighting and text.  Artists will be encouraged to spend time in the area and 
engage with the locals in order that the community has an involvement 
and investment in the project. 
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As a conclusion, an art book documenting the project will be produced to mark the 
process.  It will encompass a brief history of the junction, the process of making and 
realizing the art works involved.  These will be distributed freely to the funders and 
helpers and a limited number will be for sale to the public. 
 
A film documenting the project will also be produced and DVDs will be issued to the 
funders as an accompaniment to the book. 
 

REGENERATION – CULTURAL MASTERPLANNING 
 
As a further adjunct to the project architecture schools are being approached to set 
projects for students to look at Loughborough Junction and its surrounds.  This will 
provide a ‘brain dump’ of ideas for the possibilities in the area.  While the projects 
will undoubtedly be ‘blue-sky’ thinking they will set the backdrop for the idea of 
regeneration in the area.  We aim to mount one or more exhibitions of these 
projects, in vacant premises, within the heart of the Junction in order to engage the 
public at a wider level.   
To date the University of Greenwich have held a workshop in the Myatts Field 
Community Centre as part of their Diploma students project to look at 
Loughborough estate followed by the first showing of the film ‘Utopia London’ in the 
Whirled Cinema in Loughborough Junction. 
 

 
Architecture students from Greenwich University in a workshop held in Myatts Field Community Centre.  
Their project is looking at the Loughborough Estate. 
 
Local schools are being invited to join in the project in order to engage them 
through art, history and geography projects helping to generate a deeper 
understanding of the area and involve the local community at a wider level. 
 
A web site will be set up to keep those interested informed and updated on the 
progress of the project. It will include oral histories of the area, films and other 
information about the area as the project progresses. 
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THE KEYS TO THE PROJECT. 
 
Network Rail hold the master key as they own the property, which is the focus of 
the idea.  Network Rail’s arteries outline the HEART of the junction.  They will play 
the defining role in kick-starting the regeneration of the area.  This project will help 
to highlight their importance in the area and to the country at large while providing 
the opportunity to maintain, improve and upgrade their property and raise public 
awareness. 

 
 
Lambeth Council will be needed to support the project and work with the team 
to ensure that the major health and safety/planning/traffic issues are coordinated in a 
smooth and well-managed process. 

 
Loughborough Junction Action Group will help to coordinate the community 
involvement, providing a platform for community group/council funding to employ a 
part-time project co-ordinator for the project.  More importantly they will provide 
an essential focus for the olding of funds and payments when necessary.  The 
accounting for the project will be on an open-book basis to provide a transparent 
conduit for the funding of the project.  Their expertise in organising local events and 
experience of community involvement will play a key role in this project. 

 
 
SE5 Fourm will help with advice on local funders, community input and links with 
Camberwell Artists Network. 

    
 
Funding will be sought from a number of private and arts funding bodies listed 
below. 
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BUDGET 
 
The following is a rough estimate of the costs for the project. 
 
Scaffolding and painting of each bridge 6 no @ £20,000 -  £120,000 
Lighting for each bridge   6 no @ £2,500 -  £15,000 
Funding for each artist and materials  6 no @ £6,000 -   £36,000 
Traffic management        £3,000 
Project coordinator – 6 months @ 2 days per week (£150 per day) £7,800 
Exhibitions and community liaison      £2,000 
Contingency         £16,500 
 
1000 full colour business cards      £200 
500 full colour badges        £250 
100 page A4 art books  (250 copies) to be discussed.   £8,000 
 
Filming, editing and production of 250 DVDs    £10,000 
 
      Total    £218,750 

 

FUNDING 
 
The funding requirements for the project are significant.  The aim is to approach a 
number of public and private funding bodies to help finance the project. The 
following is a non-exhaustive list of the bodies we will approach to help fund the 
project or support it in kind. 
 
Network Rail. Lambeth Council 
The Arts Council 
The Heritage Lottery Fund. 
Awards For All 
Baring Foundation 
Big Lottery Fund 
Esmee Fairbain Foundation 
Film Council 
South East London Community 
Foundation 
Trust Funding (Directory of 
Social Change) 
Voluntary Arts Network 

John Paul Getty Jr Charitable 
Trust 
Future City Arts 
Clifford Chance 
Community Networks Fund 
Green Man Skills Centre 
Cooltan Arts 
AIDA – Evaluators for funding. 
Brookfield Estates 
EDF 
SISK Rail 
Network South East

Lambeth Volunteer Network 
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POTENTIAL OUTCOMES 
 
The 7 BRIDGES project will encourage the community to engage with their environs 
and help to foster a sense of place and nurture a sense of belonging.  It will instigate 
debate by providing high quality artwork and open up the idea of the regeneration of 
the area to both the community and the wider world including private investors.  
Highlighting the positive points of the Junction will help to encourage further 
investment.  It will provide a geographical focus for regeneration and a brain dump 
for ideas about how this should come about.   
 
For a significant number of Network Rail travellers the bridges will be visible from 
within the train and for people using Coldharbour Lane, Loughborough Road and 
Hinton Road their journeys will be enlivened through colour, light and art 
interventions. 
 
The exhibition of architectural and artistic ideas will help to engage the wider 
community and help them to reflect on the area they inhabit and how they are an 
essential part of its development.   
 
In short the 7 BRIDGES project will kick start the heart Loughborough Junction. 
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AN EXPLOSION - A pilot project 
Overall there are 9 railway bridges in Loughborough Junction.  Of these, the 
Cambria Road bridge is blocked off from traffic.  As a pedestrian route it is a 
dark, forbidding and dismal tunnel, which links LJ and Ruskin Park.  It is a raw 
brickwork structure covered in part with steel rail bridge structure and in-situ 
concrete slabs for the remainder of the bridge.  The brickwork is mottled and 
streaked with calcium deposits. 
 
This bridge is an ideal pilot bridge for the Heart of Loughborough Junction project as 
it is located on a quiet road with no through traffic.  Its realisation can be easily 
achieved requiring little infrastructural planning and provide a springboard for the 
main bridge project.   
 

The Cambrian Explosion (A brief and uncorroborated 
history) 

 
The concept for this bridge grew from the name of the road that it is located on.  
The Cambrian Explosion is the name given to a period in earth’s history when life 
suddenly exploded into complex multi cellular animals from mainly soft-bodied 
simple forms of life.  The explosion occurred 543 million years ago following 200 
million years of simple celled creatures who existed on earth since the beginning of 
life on the planet.  The explosion of life was so dramatic (over a period of only about 
5-10 million years) that is has been called the Biological Big Bang by some scientists.  
Compared with the 3 plus billion year history of life on earth, the period of the 
explosion can be likened to one minute in the 24 hours of one day.  For three billion 
years, or five-sixths of the earth’s history, the biological realm included little more 
than unicellular bacteria and blue-green algae.  
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The Cambrian fossil record reveals the abrupt appearance of at least two thirds of all 
the basic body plans of the animal kingdom.  By the end of this event as many as 41 
Phyla first made their appearance on earth.  Many of the phyla are an enigma to 
scientists and the reason for the explosion is still hotly debated.  One theory is that 
it was due to the gradual increase in oxygen in the Earth’s atmosphere following the 
appearance of multi-cellular blue-green algae.   Another is the incompleteness of the 
fossil record and that earlier fossils have been wiped out by tectonic erosion. 
 
The Cambrian fossil record was a challenge to Darwin’s theories of gradual 
evolution where small scale biological changes occur as natural selection acts on 
random genetic changes and mutations, selecting these changes that favour the 
survival of the organisms that posses them.  Over time small-scale advantageous 
genetic changes accumulate, eventually resulting in large-scale changes in the 
morphology of organisms.  Accordingly biological complexity should accumulate in a 
gradual, bit-by-bit fashion over vast periods of time.  Darwin regarded the sudden 
appearance of complex animals such as brachiopods and trilobites in the Cambrian 
fossil record as a major challenge to his theory.  He “expected to find intervening 
strata showing fossils increasing in complexity until finally trilobites appeared.”   
Neo Darwinists theories diverge from Darwinism gradualism in evolution towards 
‘punctuated equilibrium’ where evolutionary change occurs rapidly, often after long 
periods of stasis, periods in which organisms manifest no directional change in their 
morphology.  Even these periods of rapid change would require more than 5 – 10 
million years for the evolution of such complex creatures as are evidenced in the 
Cambrian Fossil record.  One likely explanation is that the fossil record is 
incomplete and all records of earlier transitional forms have either not yet been 
uncovered or have been eroded. 
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The Cambrian Explosion - Proposal 
 
Engage up to 30 artists to design and paint or attach real or imagined fossils (from 
the past or the future) to the bridge in order to create a tunnel representing the 
explosion of life on earth.  As a part of the ‘fossil record’ their inevitable decay will 
appear natural as they fade and disappear making them more fossil like.  Over time 
other artists may then be engaged to layer further ‘fossils’ representing the layering 
of the earth and the succession of life. 
 
The walls and underside of the concrete panels will be utilized along with the road 
surface below to create a ‘cave’ which envelops the viewer in an explosion of life. 
 
A further aim of the project is to find a means of lighting the bridge utilizing and 
enhancing the existing lights in a more dramatic way to work with the artworks and 
boost its overall appearance.  A limited colour range will be imposed to unify the 
various works and give a jewel like appearance to the fossils. 
 
Artists will be invited to provide sketches of their proposals and these will be 
arranged in a design prior to them being applied so that they work together as a 
complete work of art. 

A Party 
 

 
Some people drawing bridges at the Loughborough Junction Action Group street party and some artwork. 
 
Each of the artists will work for free on their individual pieces over a period of no 
more than a month, culminating in a street party where the final works are being 
painted.  On the day we will invite the community to engage with the artists, provide 
an open picnic, where we will invite an expert from the Natural History Museum to 
give a short lecture on the Cambrian Explosion.   Performers will be invited to play 
music and recite poetry and children invited to build their own paper sculptures of 
Cambrian animals, which can be included in a final picture of the event.  During the 
party images will be projected onto the flank walls of the nearest houses and 
musicians will provide a live sound track to help to create a party atmosphere.  It will 
also be an opportunity to play the film of ‘We are Loughborough Junction’, a local 
photography exhibition of the people of LJ exhibited on the streets, which had its 
culmination at the Cambria bridge. 
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Budget 
 
The following is an estimate of the cost of the project 
 
Cleaning and painting of the bridge structure  £5000 
Artists materials      £1500 
Upgrade of the lighting     £1500 
Street Party        £500 
 
     Total   £8500 

Potential Outcomes 
 
The Cambrian Explosion will provide a pilot bridge for the larger Heart of 
Loughborough Junction project for a minimum cost while providing a sample of what 
is possible to the potential funders of the larger project.  It will help to provide a 
community focus for the idea of the larger project and make the Cambria Bridge a 
much more beautiful place to walk through where before there was only a run down 
cul-de-sac.   
 
It will also provide an opportunity for artists to meet and share ideas forging 
connections, which may prove fruitful in the future. 
 
The community will have the opportunity to join in the party atmosphere, find out 
about the history of the planet they inhabit resonating with their local environment 
and simply have a good day out for all the family.   
 

 
 

Further details available from 
 
Walter Graham Reed  
 
T: 07967 651 994 
E: waltergr@btinternet.com 


